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The grotto in Forster Street for which some of 
the Magdalen women are reported to have had a 
great fondness. First visible in a 1940s Ordnance 
Survey map, the grotto may have been built to 
mark the 1932 Eucharistic Congress. 
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Foreword

The “Remembering the Magdalen Women of 
Galway” project is focused on the lives of the 
women who lived and worked in the laundry in 
Foster Street from 1870 to 1984. It is an opportunity 
for us to remember who these women were, 
to respect their lives and work and to record 
their lives and deaths in the best way we can.

This project came about to ensure their lives and 
work are recognised before we commence the 
renovation of the Convent building on Foster Street, 
Galway which was associated with the Magdalen 
Laundry and which will now be used as a centre 
for women and children who experience Domestic 
Abuse, as part of our services in COPE Galway.

This initiative is a way for us at COPE Galway to 
remember these women who lived and worked 
there since it was first opened in about 1870. As we 
prepare to renovate the Convent building for its new 
use, we want to do so in a way that acknowledges 
its history and the lives of those women associated 
with it. During 2017, COPE Galway, with the Support 
of John Tierney of Eachtra (community led heritage 
projects) carried out this project to Remember, 
Respect and Record the lives of these women. 
This project focused on researching the women 
who lived and worked in the laundry from 1870 
to 1984. The laundry buildings themselves were 
demolished in 1991 so we gathered any historical 
documents we could find about the laundry – 
photographs, letterheads, invoices – artefacts that 
people in the community had. Also, people or 
their relatives who lived and worked in the laundry 
were invited to tell us their stories, so that we 
could try to trace some individual life histories.
Following on from several information gathering 
sessions, John Tierney and the Eachtra Team (the 

Historic Graves project is one of their best-known 
projects) recorded the headstones of the Magdalen 
women in Forster Street and Bohermore Cemetery.

WHAT FOLLOWS IS A RECORD OF 
THIS RESEARCH AND THE STORIES
COPE Galway would like to sincerely thank 
everybody who took part in any way in this 
commemoration, those who attended meetings, 
gave records and told their personal stories. The 
stories are so important. We would also like to thank 
the Sisters of Mercy for the donation of the Convent 
Building, the Local Authority who are making funds 
available for its renovation and many other donors 
and supporters who are helping in this work.

Thanks to John and the team at Eachtra for their 
sensitivity in the production of the booklet, which 
is part funded by Tusla who also fund our Domestic 
Abuse services. Thanks also to Finn Delaney who 
conducted an Archaeological and Architectural 
risk assessment of the site, Dr Paul McCotter for 
his historical tracing work,  Patricia Kenny for her 
archive of photographs and the staff of Galway City 
Museum who so kindly assisted with our search for 
Magdalen Laundry related stories and materials.

While the history of the Magdalen Laundry 
in Galway is a very painful one for many, 
it does however, seem fitting that the 
Convent associated with the Laundry will 
now be used as a safe sanctuary for women 
and their children who are experiencing 
domestic abuse in their lives and homes.

Thank you all, who made this happen.
Jacquie Horan, CEO, COPE Galway.

REMEMBER, RESPECT & RECORD
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Editor’s Note

Galway is a very intimate city and the Magdalen 
Asylum and Laundry could not be hidden or 
forgotten here. Unlike other Irish cities, many 
of Galway’s families have stories of the laundry 
and women who were put into care there. 
Whenever we told people about the project 
they almost always had a relevant story. This 
book aims to tell some of those stories. Galway 
was also an ecclesiastical city and the Magdalen 
women’s life histories within an ecclesiastical 
hierarchy reveal a lot about the city itself.

The first Magdalen Asylum was opened in Dublin 
in the 1760’s. The first Magdalen Asylum in 
Galway was opened by a lay charitable group led 
by a Miss Lynch, in 1822. The Sisters of Mercy 
came to Galway in 1840 and in 1851 took charge 
of the Widow’s and Orphan’s Asylum in Forster 
Street and following the death of Miss Lynch in 
1854 they also took over the Magdalen Asylum, 
which they ran as a combined commercial 
enterprise and care facility until the 1990’s.

The Sisters of Mercy’s main Convent since 
1842, called St. Vincent’s, was based at the 
junction of Newtownsmith & St. Vincent’s 
Avenue. They also ran the Workhouse 
Hospital which became the Regional and 
now is the University Hospital Galway. 

However, the Magdalen Laundries came to form 
part of a social care system which is now much 
criticized for how the women who worked there, 
without proper pay, were treated. So much 
so that the Irish government issued a public 
apology to the Magdalen women in 2013. But 
even today there is a feeling the government is 
‘walking back’ from this apology and that the 

resulting recompense scheme is suffering from 
some of the same problems as the running of the 
laundries, the hierarchy and institutional factors 
being more important than the individual women.

This book is designed to remember the 
Women of the Magdalen Laundry in Forster 
St, Galway, particularly those who died 
while living and working in the Forster Street 
Magdalen Asylum and to try and see the Asylum 
within it’s broader context in Galway city.

The book emerged from a number of public 
events held in Galway city looking for local 
people who had stories about the Magdalen 
Women and the Laundry. We interviewed some 
of the people who came forward and their 
stories, told in their own words, are presented 
here. We have used a mixture of essays and 
interviews to remember the Magdalen Women, 
depending on how the public contributors 
interacted with us. Due to the sensitivity of 
some issues raised interviews are not presented 
in full and the editor chose the most consistent 
sections of the interviews to publish.

The public engagement process has been 
challenging but what has emerged is a potential 
coalition of people and groups who want to 
expand the public research into the Magdalen 
Asylum, to broaden it out and generate a 
publicly sourced exhibition on the place, 
the women who lived there and those who 
worked there and what it meant to Galway.

All text and photographs are © of the authors 
and/or owners of the photographs. Any errors / 
omissions are the responsibility of the Editor.

John Tierney, Director of Historic Graves Project
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“And this was the 
awful part of it. They 
were locked away, 
punished for life for 
a crime committed 
against them!”

“The other girls who 
tried to get away, 
they stayed around 
the town and got 
help from some 
people and more 
didn’t. My mind was, 
I’m not staying in 
town. I’m getting as 
far away as I could. 
And that worked”.



Chapter 1

These are excerpts from a 
2 hour-long interview 
with a woman who was 
confined in the Magdalen 
Laundry in Forster Street, 
Galway, from 1948-1952.

ENTERING THE MAGDALEN ASYLUM
“I was put in there in 1948 at 14 years old. It took 
me to be 80 years of age to find out who was 
really behind it.” After about a week of being 
in I said to one of the nuns “When am I going 
back to school? I was innocent. I didn’t realise 
where I was. I didn’t know where I was! I’ll never 
forget it! She looked at me and she laughed. 
A kind of a sneer and she said “You’re in the 
finishing college now!” And I hadn’t a clue what 
she was laughing at. I couldn’t figure it out and 
I thought about it for years afterwards. This 
nun, no chicken, she was well in her 40s and 
say that to a 14 year old girl?! Laugh at them?

BAD FOSTERING AND NEGLECT
“A lot of those girls were fostered out. Bad 
fostering, neglected and returned back with the 
excuse they couldn’t make anything of them, 
that they were stupid. `they were backward, or 
something so therefore they were seen as that, 
when the poor things, what other could they 
be? They weren’t taught anything so when the 
nuns, what they did was, instead of refostering 
them, put them minding small babies. And 
when they were 14 they couldn’t keep them any 
longer (in the orphanage), cos it was against 
the law to have them even there at all, so 
they put them into the Magdalen Laundry. “

A DARK HISTORY
“Those dark days! but I do know from my own 
experience, sitting there listening to the women 
talking in the Magdalen, that had babies in Tuam, 
you always knew the girl that was raped, or the 
woman that was innocent and trusted the wrong 
man. You could always tell, you always knew!”

MAISIE’S ESCAPE
“I escaped out of it in 1952, the late Christmas 
of 1951. In a deluge. Which left me well over 3.5 
years there... I escaped out of it. I went over the 
roof. It’s as simple as that! It took some doing and 
I think it was the one time in my life that I knew 
what real fear was. And the fear that was, up on 
the roof that night, if I fell, I could be killed, that 
wouldn’t bother me, If I was gone I’d be gone! 
But if I was caught I’d never get a chance again.”

“I’d get watched around the place, the 
hair cut, everything. But there was no 
way I’d get a second chance!”...

“The window sills were very low, you could 
put your foot on them. Well that window was 
right beside the drainpipe up to the roof, so 
I worked up that drainpipe, on to the roof, I 
had to negotiate a V shape on the top. I was 
afraid you see, the slates were wet, but, just 
in case, the Man Above wanted to make sure I 
succeeded so I did. That’s the way I look at it!”

“My immediate thought then when I came 
out was “I’m out! I’m out!”. But no time for 
anymore thoughts, “keep going”. But the 
sensation of being outside, looking in, was 
something! I’ve never forgotten it!” 

MAISIE KENNY’S ESCAPE
Maisie Kenny is a pseudonym
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THE TIMES THAT WERE IN IT?
“She went to a priest, she trusted him and he 
betrayed her (getting her a job in a Magdalen 
Laundry without explaining what the job was).

It’s a very dark past. Was it ignorance, or 
was it just the times it was? But I find that 
hard to accept. Because after all, if it isn’t 
in you to be cruel, you won’t be cruel! Why 
defenseless people, not able to defend 
themselves, don’t know the law, the rights 
of things. For people in authority to use 
their positions, to do that to them?

It was wrong! It was wrong!”

WORKING IN THE MAGDALEN LAUNDRY
“So when I came out of the hospital, Doctor’s 
orders I was to wear boots. So they put me in the 
ironing room. The ironing room was supposed 
to be a better job than working the machines. 
That was seen as a little bit up the step.

But eh, when you went in the ironing room in 
the morning after getting Mass, getting your 
breakfast, starting work properly at half eight or 
nine o’clock you were there until dinner -standing 
- and then you were back standing again until six 
or seven in the evening and no seat to sit on.

Oh you didn’t sit and you didn’t go over to the
table to talk to the girl working there. You might
talk across to them - when the nuns weren’t
around. You were told ‘Shut up! Get on with
your work!’.

RELIEVING THE TENSION
“There was always a little bit of wit, it kind of
helped. The singing was the big thing. 
Because it helped to break the tension. It 
would also avoid if a big row would start 
between women, that was bound to happen, 
after-all with about 110 women...

Yes I was 105, that was my number. I’ve 
never forgotten it...But I was the youngest 
there...And you came across a bit of fun 
there. They had to make their own fun 
among themselves and sing their songs.

But some of the younger ones weren’t 
afraid of the nuns and they’d start to sing. 
The nuns would say ‘Shut up! That is what 
has ye in here!’ That would kind of break 
(the tension), you know it wasn’t nasty.”

“You came across the nuns who were kind.” 
“The younger nuns would come and dance with 
us. But if the senior nuns came along they’d 
immediately (stop)... Not supposed to get too 
friendly with the girls. There could be nice nuns, 
but there were some who weren’t. They were not.

“On top of old smoky, 
All covered in snow.”
 
This song was released in 1951 and 
recounted the fate of many a girl who 
trusted the wrong man - a poignant choice 
to sing in the Magdalen Laundry.

For years the infant Jesus 
in this statue was the 
only child the Magdalen 
women saw. We are told 
some of the women would 
rub the infant child as they 
passed this statue.
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Inside the Convent building, looking out through frosted glass into the private space of the Asylum garden (© COPE Galway)

“But I am pleased with one thing. They are giving 
the Convent to COPE Galway. I see that as a little 
token of atonement... There will always be women 
or girls in need of shelter - but there must never 
again be a shelter when you go in and the door is 
locked behind you and the key thrown away!”
 
Maisie Kenny worked in the Magdalen Laundry from 1948-1952 and she 
escaped by climbing over the laundry roof during a deluge of rain.
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Chapter 2
THE GREAT ESCAPE
An eye witness account by Áine Hickey

Sometime in the 1960’s 
Áine Hickey and her sister, 
who owned a shop on 
Forster Street, witnessed 
a mass escape from the 
laundry. This is Áine’s own 
account of that event and 
her own general memories 
of the Magdalen Laundry.

ENTERING THE MAGDALEN ASYLUM
I just remembered what we used to call 
on Forster Street, ‘The Great Escape’.

For some reason, if you have photographs of 
the old laundry building, you will see that the 
windows, you couldn’t see in or out through the 
windows. There was several layers of glass that 
looked really like the old milk bottles. You know 

that kind of glass ? Very thick and layers of it. But 
the windows needed repairing at one stage. I am 
guessing, that I was probably sixth class or first
year, so it would be 1968 or 1969 maybe.

Somewhere around that area.
I came home for lunch one day and there had 
been workmen with the ladders up to the 
windows and they had taken out the windows. 
Maybe it was the frames that had to be replaced 
but they had the windows taken out and as I 
came in for lunch, which we did everyday, from 
school, we had time to run up and down and 
my sister was going, “come in, come in quick, 
close the door and look out the window!”

Well what was she talking about?
So she says “look, just look!”

The workmen had gone off on their lunch 
break and they had left the ladders up to the 
top windows which had been removed and 
the girls had taken the opportunity. Aprons 

The public face of the 
Magdalen Laundry, note the 
thick glass windows. Photo 
kindly made available by 
historian Mr Tom Kenny.
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on, uniforms on and whatever. And she was 
saying “we don’t see them, we don’t see 
them, nobody sees what is happening. Don’t 
go out, don’t open the door, just watch and 
see how many’s going to get out like?”

Well I think it was about 30 got out that day. 
To the best of my memory. And they were just 
literally running up the road, or running across Fair 
Green which was still a fair green at the time. Or 
it had just started to be turned into a car park.

And we just were saying “Just go, go quick, 
go as far as ye can!” Which they did.

Now unfortunately some didn’t even know 
their way around and might have been back 
that evening, or the guards had caught a few. A 
good few had made their escape and got helped 
by people around town who would have seen 
them and realised and went ‘aw come on, just 
come in!’ I know I had a friend I worked with, she 
used to tell me a story about her house down 
in Woodquay where somebody came knocking 
on their door, literally knocking on the door. And 
she was only about my age at the time as well.

And the mother had answered the 
door and immediately saw, realised, 
‘Just come in!’ you know?

And that person was given clothes and her fare 
to England. I know it bothers me too. and there 

were several stories like that. I think somebody 
on Magdalen Terrace had taken somebody 
in as well, that day. If not more than one. 

Either tried to get them jobs someplace 
in Ireland, or even in town. 

They would have come back and say, that’s 
it, they are settled with that person, they are 
fine. Looked after, all that sort of thing.

But I know that certainly a lot made their way 
to England or Dublin, they would have been 
given clothes and fare and just told ‘Just go!’ 
rather than go back inside, you know.
 
It was high up. I remember, apron and skirt 
blowing in the breeze as they were coming 
down. I can still see them, but they went.

View from a window inside the Convent/Asylum 
(© COPE Galway)

Lock and key from the old Convent/Asylum 
(© COPE Galway)
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As I said, I don’t know whether the workmen 
accidentally or deliberately left the ladders 
up and vanished off for their lunch. I don’t 
know who they were, don’t know whether 
they were local. Or not. Never thought 
about that. Possibly locals at the time.

But that was known by us as ‘The Great Escape’.

And some of the girls would have come back 
to us years later and said ‘Do you remember 
me?‘and one in particular would come back to 
us regularly, she got to England and was working 
in England but had relatives in Galway and 
used to come back, three maybe four times.

I would have know her as she would have been 
allowed out at that stage on a Saturday.

MORE LENIENT TIMES
Some would have got jobs in town. And then 
as things got a little bit more lenient, one lady, 
still friends with her, she would have said herself 
and her mother, she was working, for a summer, 
in the office in the laundry. And herself and her 
mother took it upon themselves to ‘do’ the 
houses in Taylor’s Hill, one weekend. Looking for 
jobs for the girls. That stage I think if they had 
something, some place to go to, they could go.

So they would have walked up and down Taylor’s 
Hill, knocking on doors, at the time Taylor’s Hill 
being where the doctors were, the solicitors lived, 
or whatever, the people who could afford to have 
a servant in the house, got some of the girls jobs.

One strange thing. When that escape did happen. 
One of the girls who escaped ended up working 
for the Dominicans. Within the Convent.

Which I thought was strange. She escaped 
from the Mercy Order and go work for the 
Dominicans. And that they should have 
taken her in? I found kind of strange. 

But she was a good friend. Regularly used to 
visit, even when we were living in Highfield 
Park, when the shop was sold we were living 
in Forster Street, she lived in that area and 
worked in the Dominicans across the road in 
Taylor’s Hill and she would come in, and
say hello.

And have the chat with my sister. A few 
more would have got jobs around town. 
Still around town for a number of years.

As you go around now and pass people 
you know their history. And some of 
their histories were in the laundry. 

The workers yes, cos they are living around 
the area. Not the girls who were inside, 
because I’d say there’d be very few living.

J:	 In terms of workers were there 
a lot of workers in there?

Á:	There seemed to me there’d be a good few, 
maybe not 30-40 but around the 20 maybe. 
I’m only guessing, as I wouldn’t have known 
them all. They’d come from different directions. 
They’d go in, mightn’t necessarily come into us 
in the shop. I would only know some of them. 
But certainly those that I would have known, 
there’s still a lot of them around the area, yes.

J:	 To wrap up, the Magdalen Laundry 
was a big part of Galway’s history. It 
meant a lot, signified something.

Á:	 It did, especially a lot of houses in Connemara 
would bring their laundry into it.

	 I don’t know whether they brought it cos the 
girls were there or whether they just brought 
it cos it was the laundry. Where they would 
bring their bed linen and curtains and things 
and table cloths. Like all the gentry bringing 
tables cloths to the Magdalen to be laundered.
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	 Everybody would have their own mark, 
little stitchings on the corners of the 
pillow slips or sheets or whatever. A mark 
so they’d know everybody’s laundry.

	 I actually have one here upstairs of 
them. With a mark on it, belonging to our 
former employers.

	  
Wasn’t nicked, ‘twas given to us. I hold onto it. 
Several times I have gone to throw it out and 
I’ve gone “no, hold that”. 

	 But that’s the way it was done in the 
laundries, everything was chucked in together 
so things had to be separated afterwards.

	 You weren’t doing Mr X’s and Mrs So and So’s 
laundry separately. They were separated 
afterwards with their initials on. Generally 
christian name and surname like AH, just 
stitched on, not perfectly, but long stitches. 
Not beautifully embroidered on or anything.

J:	 Can you sew yourself?

Á:	 Yes I like to sew.

J:	 Did you learn at school?

Á:	 I did yeah, they don’t teach it anymore. They 
were fierce strict when I was there. The Mercy 
Sisters. Fierce strict, sewing had to be perfect.

J:	 Do you find it hard to reconcile the fact that 
the Mercy Sisters were teaching ye, that they 
were a crucial part of the free education, the 
start of all that and also that the Magdalen 
Laundry was part of their structure as well?

Á:	 I never questioned it. Even though they were 
all Mercy, the school was separate from the 
laundry, was separate from the orphanage, 
for some reason I never. Sort of, they were 
all Mercy but yes these were separate 
units, did separate things. Strange actually, 
that I never thought of them that way. 

	 We viewed them as separate units. 
Like the lad’s place below, the 
industrial school, St. Josephs.
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ST. JOSEPH’S, SALTHILL
Á:	Actually I remember one of the girls in my 

class coming one day, her family owned a 
house directly opposite it (St Joseph’s) and 
she came in and said “I have to tell ye what 
happened last night’ ‘What happened?” Girls 
you know! All wanting the story. She said, 
knock on her door and a lad outside after 
being badly beaten. A young fella, I don’t 
know. Younger than her at the time, she 
was in 6th class and younger than her. And 
begging to be taken in so her mother took the 
lad in. She said cut, badly beaten, bad state.

	 He had been beaten up by the Christian 
brothers, across the road and had managed 
to come across the road to her mothers 
house. It wouldn’t have been the first time. 
So she said there was no way he was going 
back there that night. So, of course they 
came knocking on the door that night and 
she was ‘No, not here’. Up in the attic she hid 
him in the end. They were a couple of days 
coming before she allowed him back. They 
knew then. They had copped it. He had to go 
back. We often wondered after how he was.

	 People like that were stuck in a bind, 
the Christian Brothers were figures of 
authority - it was legal structure.

	 It was, that woman that night, who 
took that lad in that night. The Guards 
would have been on their doorstep the 
next day. Not just the Brothers.

	 You see he was an orphan who had 
escaped! He had to be returned to 
where they were looking after him. 
That’s the way it was looked upon.

	 I’m so glad things have changed. Trying 
to explain something to grandchildren. I 
wouldn’t tell them the horror stories. But 
trying to explain there were places like that. 
They can’t get their heads around it.

J:	 But why?
Á:	How to explain to them why it happened. 

Things were so different. Life as it is now.

J:	 What was the biggest change since those 
days? What brought change Áine?

Á:	I’d say Donough O’Malley’s free 
secondary education in 1968. That 
brought massive change.

Rosary beads left behind 
in the old Convent/Asylum 
(©COPE Galway)

The door-bell for the 
main Convent door. 
(©COPE Galway)
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Chapter 3
THE McENTEE ESCAPES
As told by Mr Hugo McEntee

Many Galway families have 
stories of the Magdalen 
Laundry. The McEntee’s 
more than most.

H:	My mother worked in the laundry. We 
were kids, passing the laundry on our 
way home in the evenings. And there was 
a window, my mother and the girls she 
worked with would meet us at. And the girls 
that worked with her -twas the highlight 
of their day. Talking to all these kiddies.

	 They were behind bars at night. And that 
went on for some time and the next thing 
the women had the idea they’d love to get 
us in there. So, they had a very kind truck 
driver, in one of the vans. He put us into the 
baskets and the basket put into the back of 
the truck. And then drive in the gate, reversed 
it up and the baskets were lifted up to the 
linen room; like a concentration camp, or 
a gaol, we were excited by all of this. We 
didn’t understand the politics of all of this.

	 Anyway, we got in and the girls, it was a 
bit of light at the end of the tunnel. It used 
to be, they were so happy to see us. Why 
I don’t know! We were only kids -12-13 
years old and they had little trinkets made, 
rosary beads made of shreds of linen, 
which I’m very sorry I didn’t keep. But at 
the time we discarded them; only kids. 

	 That is how it started. Now my mother	
worked there for some time.

J:	 What was your mothers name?
H:	Helena, Ena, she was known as Ena McEntee.

	 Like others that helped before her she 
got to know the girls. And one thing led to 
another. And we’d listen, at the table at 
home. About bits of the abuse, next thing 
our ears started being cocked. We started to 
learn the whole story of it. And ah, even at 
that time we didn’t know why they were in 
there. We thought they were just in jail, that 
type of thing.

J: You presumed they deserved to be in there?
H: Yeah, that there was a reason. Anyway, around 

the table, somebody said ‘How about we 
get some of them out?” Said in a joke. But 
somebody said ‘Why don’t we?’ Now at the 
time the Catholic Church was predominantly 
the law to be worried about, not the Guards.

Ena & Hugh McEntee whose family 
helped a number of Magdalen 
women to escape the laundry. 
Photograph kindly provided by 
historian Mr Tom Kenny.
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	 We gave it some thought to 
work it out, see could we?

	 My father worked at JR Porters, who was a 
Protestant, Presbyterian and he would have his 
van, every morning, for deliveries, newspapers.

J:	 What was your fathers name?
H: Hugh and he said well right! (Oh, have to 

show you something (a small diagram 
here) I have never shown anyone before).

	 New Patrick’s Church, the old Church, 
behind that is Prospect Hill laneway. This 
is what we called the great escape. 

	 So we said ‘Andy’ bigger brother, at a certain 
time, he’d go up to this gate, he’d get them 
out, he’d run like hell, the whole way up here to 
me and then we would get them and I would 
run, all the way up here and another brother

	 Declan, was waiting at the van and the minute 
we came out of the gap, the side doors flew 
open and we dived, I mean dived, was terrified  
it was the longest run of my life, from here 
to there, terrified, in case of a priest. Hmm?

	 Anyway, into the van, we were in silence, 
cos there was only one small window in the 
back of the van. We were terrified somebody 
would look in. My father started to go. We 
started to talk then, we started to laugh. Cos 
the pressure being off. We got away with it, 
to that point, out to Mervue, into our house. 
Them girls stayed with us for some time. 
And then, in the meantime, one of the girls 
-I prefer not to use names; it doesn’t matter. 
She had a child put into St Josephs in Salthill. 
We went out to St Josephs as a family, at that 
time you were allowed take a child out, just for 
an evening to show them what the real world 
was like. So we asked to see him. So with that 
we brought him out for an afternoon and we 
told him the crack, told him who we were and 
all. He was delighted, cos when he used write 
to his mother, they used to cut out some of 

it, you know, they would monitor everything.

	 And they would each only read what 
they would allow them to read. As far as I 
remember she didn’t even know he was in 
Salthill. So anyway, we started taking him 
out for Easter, Summer Holidays, Christmas, 
he became one of us. Until eventually it 
got to the stage he got out. At that time I 
think it was 16 was when they could leave.

	 In the meantime, the girls, they never stirred 
outside our house. Cos they were terrified; 
would only go out the back garden.

	 So we said,’Jaze, is there any chance we 
could do this again?’ Because there was no 
word in the papers. No word anywhere. We 
were gobsmacked. We’d thought there’d 
be helicopter and the usual carry on.

	 So then we started to cotton on, the 
real story, that they shouldn’t have 
been in there in the first place.

	 So we said, ‘will we go again?’ And so we 
did it again and it worked. So eventually 
the girls we got out started to contact 
their own people. My parents organised 
them ‘here’s a few bob’ how they did it 
I don’t know, they were hard times and 
clothes and the means to get to England.

	 Most of the previous girls were caught at 
the station. When they’d go to get a bus 
or a train. Cos they were being watched.

	 But my dad was cute, he brought them to 
Athenry and Woodlawn and put them on 
the train, They were clear, so they made it.

	 That was the general gist of that. Over 
a period of time, then the gates opened 
and they couldn’t stop them. There was 
people knocking at the door, we’re from 
the Magdalen. People we didn’t know, 
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cos you’d only know a certain section.

	 I’d say we took out around, roughly 15, but 
then the rest would start coming over the 
wall. We’d be playing out in the street, next 
thing is 2-3 girls would jump over the wall at 
the end of the road ‘Where’s McEntee’s?’ 

	 And that was the way it was. We witnessed 
some terrible sights. But being young, I don’t 
want to be unfair. I do believe the whole of 

society was wrong. Not the nuns right?

	 The parents were wrong, firstly to allow the 
people to take, we all thought they were having 
babies, that’s why they were in there. They 
were not!’ Some had robbed something light, 
some had been cheeky to a priest; when we 
spoke to the girls they told us these things.

The last of the laundry baskets found 
in the Magdalen Asylum after it closed.
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Chapter 4
LILY McALLISTER
1920-1980

This story was told to Lelia 
Doolan by Aine McDonagh.

It is difficult to find an exact birthplace for Lily as 
her birth may not have been registered. There 
is a record however of her entry to the Poor 
Clare’s St Joseph’s Orphanage and Industrial 
school in Cavan town on the 25th July 1929 
when she was 9 years old giving her birth date 
as 20th July 1920. She was ordered by the Cavan 
District Court to go to the orphanage as she was 
charged with ‘receiving alms’. She was recorded 
as being ‘illegitimate’ with parentage ‘unknown’.

In 1936, when she was 16, Lily was discharged 
from the Orphanage. She was sent to work 
on one of the nun’s brother’s farms in Cavan. 
She was expected to work extremely hard and 
was treated so badly that she ran back to the 
orphanage. The nuns did not know what to 
do with her so they sent her to the Galway 
Magdalen Laundry as the orphanage did not 
keep children above sixteen. Her records 
show that she was ‘retained in institute’

St Joseph’s Orphanage later became infamous for 
the scandal that broke out after the orphanage 
caught fire on February 23rd 1943 killing 35 
children, some of whom Lily could have known 
before she left seven years earlier. A Public 
Enquiry was held afterward to explore the cause 
of the fire which Brian O’Nualán (Flann O’Brien), 
the then civil servant who was secretary to 
the inquiry, later wrote a Limerick about:

In Cavan there was a great fire,
Judge McCarthy 
was sent to inquire, 
It would be a shame, 
if the nuns were to blame, 
So it had to be caused by a wire.
 
Lily was not a meek or shy girl, she was stubborn 
and vocal and would not have taken well to the 
strict rules and work of the Galway Magdalen 
Laundry. She spent time in the boiler room 
as a punishment and loathed heat and ‘close’ 
weather all her life. She also recalled having her 
head shaved as a punishment. She would tell 
stories of the lack of food given to the girls and 
how they were often so hungry that they ate 
the turnips straight from the kitchen garden 
attached to the laundry. Lily also had a lifelong 
hatred of nuns whom she referred to as ‘pookies’.
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In the late 1950’s Lily and her friend decided that 
they would escape. Her friend wanted to climb 
over the back wall but Lily said “we’ll go out the 
front door the way we came in” and that was 
exactly what they did. They ran down to the 
docks in Galway and knocked on Mrs Kelly’s door 
who took great pity on them and harbored them 
from the Gardaí who would have been alerted 
to their escape. Lily stayed there for months 
before working in the Sacre Coeur hotel in Salthill, 
Merlin Park and later in the Convent of Mercy in 
Spiddal where she worked in the kitchen mainly 
serving nuns on their holidays. On the advice of 
Sr. Finbar, a friend of our uncle Fr. Denis, Lily came 
to work for our family in 1964 when there were 
nine children between the ages of a few months 
and the eldest twins who were twelve years old, 
later to be joined by number ten in 1969. Lily 
became part of our family and was always very 
generous particularly at Christmas. Her character 
was woven into our family’s history, especially her 
quirky ways and malapropisms that were known 
to family, friends and visitors. Lily always had a 
penchant for the slot machines in “The Big Arc” 
or Terry Rogers arcade in Salthill and would spend 
many evenings chatting and even getting a taxi 
home with the staff! She took a great shine to 
the family dog, Iggy and brought him everywhere 
with her, including tied up to the slot machines! 

Her holidays were spent in the seaside resorts 
of Llandudno, the Isle of Man and Tramore.

She would often spend her Sundays visiting 
her friend she escaped from the laundry with 
who worked in the kitchens of St Enda’s school 
on Threadneedle Road and Mrs Kelly at the 
Docks. She lived in digs with Mrs O’Flaherty in 
Lower Salthill for some years but came back 
to live with us after a bout of bronchitis.

Lily never recovered completely from her earlier 
life and unfortunately suffered from manic 
depression which was treated sporadically in 
Ballinsloe hospital with electric shock treatment 
and later became an outpatient at the Psychiatric 
unit at the Galway Regional Hospital.

She died from a heart attack on a weekend 
outing with the Salthill ‘Young at Heart’ club to 
Sligo in May 1989. She had befriended a man in 
the club who looked out for her and when she 
rang him in the middle of the night complaining 
of chest pains he said he’d make sure there was 
someone with her while he fetched the doctor. 
Lily died with a nun by her side. She is buried 
with our parents in Rahoon Cemetery with the 
inscription ‘a friend of the McDonagh family’.

Lock and key inside 
the Convent building 
(© COPE Galway)
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Chapter 5: 
Forster Street  
Grave Monuments
NAMES & DATES CARVED IN STONE

All of the grave monuments found in the grounds of the 
Magdalen Asylum were erected in the 2010’s and most 
of them replace earlier grave monuments. The Sisters of 
Mercy appear to have been tidying their grave monuments 
across the Diocese with similar replacements being 
observed in other burial grounds under their control. This 
is a common occurrence with institutional burial grounds. 

21st century headstones 
recording the burial of 41 
women from the Magdalen 
Asylum & Laundry
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MAGDALEN LAUNDRY 
PRIVATE BURIAL GROUND
http://historicgraves.com/graveyard/
magdalen-laundry-forster-st-galway/ga-mlfs

The Magdalen Asylum in Galway was founded by 
a Miss/Mrs Lynch in the 1820s and was managed 
by a lay society known as the Association of Ladies 
of the Saint Magdalene Society. Following Mrs 
Lynch’s death in 1854, the Sisters of Mercy became 
responsible for the operation of the institution, 
but, as a Diocesan Congregation until the 1970s, 
always under the direction of the Bishop of Galway.

The original Magdalen Asylum located in 
Lombard Street was abandoned in 1870 and 
with the aid of a legacy was relocated to Forster 
Street. Exactly when the Magdalen Asylum 

became a commercial laundry is not clear. The 
laundry closed in 1984 and the laundry buildings 
were demolished in 1991 and the site was 
subsequently redeveloped as apartments.

There are two discrete enclosed burial grounds 
located within what remains of the former 
property, both are associated with the Convent 
and Laundry. The Magdalen Women are buried 
in the northern burial ground which dates to 
after 1873 and the Mercy Sisters in the eastern 
burial ground which dates to after 1893. All of 
the Magdalen headstones are set against the 
northern boundary wall and were erected in the 
last 5 years, replacing some older memorials. 
Unlike the nun’s gravestones the Magdalen 
gravestones are decorated with The Blessed Virgin 
& the infant Christ on her lap, both with halos.

Burial ground of the 
Mercy Sisters, Forster 
Street, Galway.
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HEADSTONE NO. 3
www.historicgraves.com/magdalen-laundry/ 
ga-mlfs-0003/grave

Anne Deane 08/01/1928

Mary Jordan 03/09/1928

Nora Callaghan 03/07/1929

Mary O’Connell 18/12/1929

Rebecca Smith 09/02/1930

Palagia Corcoran 05/10/1930

Xaverius Dunne 18/12/1934

Magdalen Owens 25/07/1936

Mary Sayers 22/02/1937

Mary Moloney 05/10/1937

HEADSTONE NO. 4
www.historicgraves.com//magdalen-laundry/ 
ga-mlfs-0004/grave

Molly Sullivan 17/02/1938

Nora Harrison 01/04/1938

Cora Bailey 04/02/1939

Mary Anne Flannagan 08/02/1939

Annie Beachy 03/10/1939

Kate Adams 01/11/1939

Mary McCaffrey 26/08/1942

Brigid Galbally 23/05/1943

Annie Staunton 22/09/1954

Nora Corless 26/11/1954

HEADSTONE NO. 1
www.historicgraves.com/magdalen-laundry/ 
ga-mlfs-0001/grave

Margaret Collins 21/11/1887

Mary Cooke 01/09/1888

Sarah McDonagh 07/10/1888

Bridget Reddington 28/10/1888

Mary Ryan 10/05/1890

Kate Shea 28/05/1890

Margaret Walsh 06/08/1890

Mary Tighe 19/06/1894

Mary Joyce 19/06/1894

Essie Sullivan 10/05/1897

HEADSTONE NO. 2
www.historicgraves.com/magdalen-laundry/ 
ga-mlfs-0002/grave

Melina Lyons 12/02/1900

Mary O’Connor 07/04/1906

Monica Gordon 09/03/1908

Mary Tierney 12/06/1910

Maria Goodwin 13/08/1912

Philomena Harris 09/12/1913

Justina Togher 14/01/1916

Josephine Redmond 12/10/1918

Margaret Sheehan 08/03/1919

Thais Sweeney 28/08/1920

Annie Traynor 26/02/1927
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CONVENT OF MERCY FORSTER STREET 
GALWAY PRIVATE BURIAL GROUND
www.historicgraves.com/graveyard/
Convent-mercy-forster-st-galway/ga-cmfs
The Sisters of Mercy burial ground is surrounded 
by a set of railings which are set into a cut stone 
surround with stanchions supporting the rail 
from the rear. There are a total of 139 Sister’s 
names commemorated on 55 headstones, the 
oldest of the burials dates to 1900 and the most 
recent of the burials dates to 2016. Each of the 
headstones contains two or three Sister’s names. 

The name comprises two parts, the religious 
name followed by the secular surname and date 
of death. The Mercy cross - a cross on a cross - 
decorates the lefthand side of each headstone. 
A Celtic Cross decorated with an Ave Maria is 
present at the North end of the burial ground.

The Ave Maria Icon 
on one of the grave 
monuments

01

F1

2

3
Cross

Forster Court

Former Convent

4

Magdalen Women’s Cemetery
01 HEADSTONE
MARGARET COLLINS 1887
There are four identical headstones in the Magdalen 
Laundry Cemetery commemorating 41 women. There 
are ten names commemorated on three of the stones 
and 11 on the fourth (02). The oldest burial dates to 
1887 and the most recent to 1954.
Reference GA-MLFS-0001 

GPS: 53º 16’ 34.0716” N, 9º 2’ 41.7696” W

F1 BURIAL GROUND
FEATURE
The private burial ground is a level grassed area 
surrounded by a modern concrete wall to the north 
and by a low wall with iron railings on the other sides. 
A pedestrian iron gate, surmounted by a cross, in the 
southern wall provides access.
Reference GA-MLFS 

GPS: 53º 16’ 34.0716” N, 9º 2’ 41.7696” W
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Besides the grave monuments in both burial grounds there are two other 
inscribed stones inside the property walls - a commemoration stone from 
1950 naming Bishop Michael Browne and a memorial stone for an Eileen Foley.
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Sisters of Mercy Cemetery
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Corner and date stone for the Magdalen Asylum chapel listing Bishop Michael Browne.

This date stone is found on the SW corner 
of the former Covent chapel. It reads:

ANNO SACRO	 Sacred Year
1950	 1950
DIE FESTO	 Feast of
S. MARIAE	 Saint Mary
MAGDALENAE	 Magdalen
HUNC LAPIDEM	 This Stone
POSUIT REVMVS (abbrev.)	 Placed By
MICHAEL BROWNE	 Michael Browne
EPUS (abbrev.) GALVIENSIS	 Bishop of Galway

The inscription commemorates the construction 
of the Chapel in 1950 under the direction of 

the Bishop of Galway, Michael Browne. As the 
Sisters of Mercy were a Diocesan Congregation 
until the 1970s all of their works were under 
the control of the Bishop of Galway. It is fitting 
then that the hierarchy of the church can 
be traced by the carved stones within the 
Forster Street Convent/Asylum grounds.
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Chapter 6: Bohermore 
Cemetery Grave Monuments
NAMES & DATES CARVED IN STONE

Bohermore cemetery in Galway city, or the ‘new cemetery’ as it is called 
was opened in 1880. The cemetery contains two mortuary chapels – the 
western chapel was reserved for Catholic usage and the eastern one for 
Protestant use - and a caretaker’s lodge close to the entrance gates.

Magdalen Laundry related burials are found in three groups comprising 
seventeen different headstones and containing eighty eight names and 
associated burial dates. Similar to Forster St. the Magdalen related grave 
monuments, headstones and kerbs, were erected in the last decade.

Bohermore cemetery is located in the extensive townland of Townparks (St. Nicholas’ 
Parish) and besides being the final resting place for a number of women who had 
worked in the Magdalen Laundry the cemetery was also used as an escape route for a 
number of women who managed to climb over the north boundary wall of the Convent 
& Laundry buildings in Forster St., 500m to the southwest. We do not know how many 
women who had worked in the Magdalen Laundry are buried in Bohermore. We do know 
though the women who were buried in Magdalen laundry related graves in the south 
east quadrant of the cemetery and these are the headstones that are presented here.

Peter Mulryan, son  
of Delia Mulryan RIP
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HEADSTONE NO. 4

Eliza Conlon 05/03/1919

Margaret Street 10/03/1919

Margaret D’arcy 11/03/1919

Bridget McDonnell 15/03/1919

Bridget Finan 08/04/1919

HEADSTONE NO. 1

Teresa Jones 17/04/1922

Margaret Joyce 20/05/1922

Sarah Duffy 01/10/1922

Louisa Devaney 07/11/1922

Alice Pierce 10/02/1924

HEADSTONE NO. 3

Margaret Commins 12/08/1919

Bridget Sullivan 06/02/1920

Mary Smithwick 22/10/1920

Cecilia Keane 31/12/1920

Bridget O’Dowd 17/01/1950

HEADSTONE NO. 2

Margaret Nally 13/01/1921

Elizabeth Flanagan 21/01/1921

Mary Walsh 07/02/1921

Ellen Cloonan 29/10/1921

BOHERMORE CEMETERY BURIAL GROUND
https://historicgraves.com/story/magdalen-laundry-related-headstones-bohermore-cemetery-galway

The burial dates on the headstones do not always 
match the dates of death on the women’s death 
certificates. Normally these are only out by a 
day or two but in a few cases the gap is greater. 

Also a number of the women’s names vary 
between the headstones and the burial register/
death certificates and we have done our best to 
correlate the names with the available registers.
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HEADSTONE NO. 6

Mary Caffrey 14/01/1909

Anne Loughlin 30/09/1910

Kate Brennan 11/07/1911

Mary Colleran 16/11/1911

Kate Walsh 31/10/1914

HEADSTONE NO. 7

Mary Ward 23/05/1894

Bridget Burke 05/08/1901

Kate McCarthy 27/09/1903

Ellen Sheridan 08/02/1904

Mary Flynn 17/01/1905

Mary Ellen Gibbons 11/03/1905

HEADSTONE NO. 5

Margaret Watson 08/06/1915

Catherine Caulfield 14/07/1915

Mary Mason 13/09/1915

Jane Beakey 21/04/1918

Mary Halloran 14/10/1918

Annie Kennedy 03/03/1919

HEADSTONE NO. 8

Bridget Mullally 05/08/1965

Annie Houlihan 16/09/1965

Bridget Foley 30/11/1967

Josephine Flynn 09/01/1968

Margaret O’Hara 10/01/1968

Mary McDonnell 06/11/1969

22



HEADSTONE NO. 13

Elen Thompson 22/02/1913

Mary Whelan 04/07/1913

Rose Anne Nixon 21/05/1914

HEADSTONE NO. 10

Mary Nolan 13/01/1976

Josephine Kilmartin 25/01/1979

Mary Regan 07/03/1981

Rose Ryan 11/06/1986

Bridget Quinn 09/11/1987

Delia Mulryan 28/03/1989

Rita Lydon 31/05/1989

Bridget Hussey 13/02/1990

Mary Fleming 06/09/1990

Mary Jackson 26/02/1995

Maud McLoughlin 13/05/1995

HEADSTONE NO. 11

Agnes Keegan 20/10/1973

Mary O’Brien 22/4/1974

Frances Comberford 11/2/1975

HEADSTONE NO. 12

Mary McGuinn 14/05/1980

Mary McGuinn 05/11/1955

HEADSTONE NO. 9

Mary Egan 22/10/1975

Kathleen Heneghan 06/12/1998

Kathleen Murphy 21/01/1999

Anne Lynch 07/07/1999

Mary Reidy 27/12/2006

Margaret O’Reilly 15/03/2007

Bridget Conneely 30/01/2013
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HEADSTONE NO. 16

Mary Giblin 19/01/1938

Ellen Harrington 05/06/1962

HEADSTONE NO. 17

Margaret Donovan 17/04/1924

Mary Foley 16/09/1924

Bridget McSherry 01/08/1925

Bridget Walsh 03/02/1928

Mary Kilgannon 06/08/1933

Annie Dunne 24/05/1962

Mary Mulkerrins 20/03/1971

HEADSTONE NO. 15

Kate Kennedy 11/08/1945

Kate Callanan 39/07/1946

Mary Cunningham 30/11/1946

Julia Shiels 04/10/1950

Mary Ronaldson 12/12/1950

Mary Commins 07/08/1962

HEADSTONE NO. 14

Bridget Flynn 06/11/1957

Mary Ann Hoey 19/02/1958

Christina Houlihan 17/01/1959

Kate Lydon 15/06/1959

Mary Kelly 12/08/1961
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It’s a very dark past. Was it ignorance, or was it just 
the times it was? But I find that hard to accept. 
Because after all, if it isn’t in you to be cruel, you 
won’t be cruel! Why defenseless people, not able 
to defend themselves, don’t know the law, the 
rights of things. For people in authority to use 
their positions, to do that to them?
It was wrong! It was wrong!”
 
Maisie Kenny worked in the Magdalen Laundry from 1948-1952 and she 
escaped by climbing over the laundry roof during a deluge of rain.
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Chapter 7: In Context

We cannot view the Magdalen 
Laundry in isolation. To 
understand the Laundry and 
Convent we must picture the 
Forster Street site in its urban & 
Diocesan context. Since 1883 
the Magdalen Laundry has 
operated within the Diocese 
of Galway, Kilmacduagh and 
Kilfenora. Historically Galway 

has been an intimate city - it is 
still possible to walk from one 
side of the city to the other 
in 30 minutes - something 
more than distance separated 
the Magdalen women and 
the orphans in Taylor’s 
Hill. Society built walls, put 
thickened glass in windows 
and witheld permission.

A map of the key historic 
sites in Galway with 
Magdalen Laundry & 
Mercy Nuns associations



1. THE MAGDALEN ASYLUM AND LAUNDRY
The Asylum and Laundry were very private 
spaces. Surrounded by a high wall for most 
of it’s life even the domestic houses across 
the road in Forster Street were restricted 
from overlooking the Asylum grounds. The 
property is first shown on the historic maps 
of Galway as a Widows and Orphan’s Asylum 
(1838). It seems likely that the original Asylum 
building survives as the main Asylum House. 
The Magdalen Asylum moved from Lombard 
Street to Forster Street in 1870, as the result 
of a legacy. An 1873 map shows the property 
occupied by the Asylum and a Chapel attached. 
A later map from 1893 shows the property 
has been cut off from the city by the 1890s 
construction of the Galway to Clifden railway line. 

Now gone, a railway bridge spanned Forster 
Street. This same 1893 map shows that the 
Magdalen Asylum still holds that name but 
has been significantly expanded with new 
buildings which were presumably the new 
laundry. Also in this map can be seen the 
north burial ground which became the burial 
place for the Magdalen women. A later 1914 
map shows the laundry has expanded again 
slightly although the premises are still called an 
Asylum. Two burial grounds are now shown, 
presumably segregating the Magdalen Women
and the nuns.

The next map of the site from 1944 shows two 
burial grounds and a grotto (so the Asylum 
grotto is not a Marian Grotto from 1954) 
with the property now called the Magdalene 
(sic) Home and the Laundry is now labelled 
as such. It appears from this map that 
the Laundry has now taken over all of the 
properties on this corner of Forster Street

2. ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH 
AND ST. PATRICK’S AVENUE
It was through this churchyard and down the 
adjoining avenue that the McEntee’s rescued 
some Magdalen women in the course of a 
number of escapes. The McEntee brothers 
ran the women from the laundry in relays, 
from the laundry, to the church yard gate and 
then up to the waiting Porter’s newsagents 
van, being driven by their father Hugh, 
sitting on St. Patrick’s Avenue. They feared 
meeting the Guards but, more so, a priest.

Left: St. Patrick’s 
Chapel,the churchyard 
was used as an escape 
route in a number of the 
McEntee escapes. 

Below: The west 
boundary wall of the 
Convent site consists of 
one of the only surviving 
portions of the 20th 
century laundry buildings.
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3. SITE OF FIRST MAGDALEN ASYLUM
Now occupied by St. Patrick’s Boys Primary 
School this site was formerly occupied by a 
military barracks and a Magdalen Asylum - not 
good neighbours one might say and the Sisters of 
Mercy were able to merge the Magdalen Asylum 
with a Widows and Orphans home on Forster 
Street in the 1870s. This thereafter was known 
as the Magdalen Asylum and Magdalen Home.

St Anne’s orphanage run by the Sisters of 
Mercy. Part of Lenaboy Castle which during 
the War of Independence was a barracks 
for D Company of the RIC Auxiliaries.

St. Joseph’s Industrial School in 
Lower Salthill was part of the 
social welfare landscape of the 
city. The Christian Brothers ran 
the school and it developed an 
awful reputation within the city.

4. ST. ANNE’S ORPHANAGE, 
FORMER LENABOY CASTLE, TAYLOR’S HILL
Lenaboy Castle had been used as a police 
barracks during the War of Independence and 
it was used for interrogations and summary 
executions. Occupied by Company D of the 
Auxiliaries it is believed to have been where Fr. 
Michael Griffin was murdered. After the War of 
Independence the Sisters of Mercy purchased 
the property and turned it into St. Anne’s 
Orphanage. Girls from the orphanage would get 
a bus from Taylor’s Hill down into the city where 
they would attend the Mercy Convent Schools.

5. ST. JOSEPH’S INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL
A grimmer location perhaps even than Lenaboy 
Castle, St. Joseph’s Industrial School was run, first 
by the Patrician Brothers and then from the mid 
1870s by the Christian Brothers and many Galway 
citizens have stories to tell of the mistreatment 
of the boys who were schooled here. Corporal 
punishment was rife and sexual abuse was 
documented afterwards by the Child Abuse 
Commission. The school functioned as a primary 
school until the 1970s and that decade finally saw 
a change in regime and ethos for the school.
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Below: Some of the Magdalen Asylum related 
grave plots in Bohermore cemetery. The Protestant 
Mortuary Chapel can be seen in the background.

Convent of Mercy Chapel, Newtownsmith

6. SISTERS OF MERCY CONVENT
Besides running the Magdalen Asylum and 
Laundry the Sisters of Mercy were also 
responsible for educating many of the girls 
of Galway throughout the late 19th and 
20th centuries. In 1865 they were also given 
charge of the Workhouse Hospital and they 
were involved in that facility as it evolved 
into the Regional and University Hospitals. 

As we walk through Galway’s city 
centre it becomes apparent how much 
religious institutions were woven into 
the daily lives of the city residents.

7. BOHERMORE CEMETERY
Opened in 1873 this cemetery was designed as 
a private and public burial ground for Catholics 
& Protestants. There are two mortuary chapels 
in the cemetery, the one closest to the entrance 
gate is the Protestant chapel and the Catholic 
Chapel is further downhill. Private grave plots 
were sold throughout the cemetery except in 
the east corner, known as the pauper’s or public 
burial ground. Burial in the public section of 
the graveyard consisted mostly of a payment 
for gravediggers to open and close the grave 
but did not include purchase/ownership of 
the grave plot - which meant the grave could 
potentially be re-used at some later date.

A number of Magdalen Asylum-related graves 
and gravestones are present in the public section 
of the graveyard. Seventeen such gravestones, 
all decorated with an icon of the Blessed Virgin 
with the Infant Christ on her lap, have been 
identified although there may be more that we 
have missed. The seventeen gravestones mirror 
the grave monuments to the Magdalen women 
in the Forster Street burial ground. They are 
modern, dating to the last 5 years and represent, 
with their kerbs and kerb bases a modernisation 
of the memorialisation of the Magdalen women. 
Presumably these gravestones were erected at 
the same time as the new headstones for the 
Magdalen women and the Mercy Nuns in the 
two Forster Street Convent burial grounds.
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Closing Words

COPE Galway are very 
appreciative of the opportunity 
to transform the Convent 
building long associated with 
the Magdalen Laundry in 
Galway, into a state-of-the-
art Domestic Abuse facility 
for the women and children 
who need our services.
 
We are very mindful of and respect the 
history of the Magdalen Laundries in Galway 
and Ireland and we are conscious that the 
associations with the Laundry are painful 
and still very much a part of people’s lives.

This project to Remember, Respect and Record 

is our way of paying tribute to this history.  
What is clear from our process of engagement 
with people in Galway and beyond, is that 
there is an interest in expanding the research 
about the Magdalen Laundry in Galway.  
Perhaps in a small way, this booklet will give 
momentum to something more substantial.

Our sincere thanks to everyone who contributed 
to the compilation of this booklet and especially 
to those who recounted their personal stories 
associated with the Laundry.  Thanks also to 
those who attended the various meetings 
held, toward the compiling of this memorial.

Thanks to John Tierney of Eachtra, his colleagues 
and Finn Delaney who contributed to the 

research, to Galway City Museum, Patricia Kenny 
for our archive of photographs, to Tusla who 
supported the production of the publication, 
Proviz for their sensitive design work and to 
various other contributors. Our sincere thanks 
to the Sisters of Mercy who donated the 
building for a new use, a place of sanctuary 
for the women and children who today need a 
place of refuge, a place of support and a place 
to begin life anew.  Thanks also to all those 
in our city and beyond who are contributing 
to this vital and much needed facility.

It is this opportunity for a new way, a new site 
for our domestic abuse services, a Modh Eile 
that we are especially grateful for.  In 2017, COPE 
Galway worked with 339 individual women and 
214 children experiencing domestic abuse.  In 
2017 COPE Galway provided 615 outreach 
appointments to 210 individual women.  In 
2017 COPE Galway also assisted 258 women 
and their 441 children whom we were unable 
to accommodate on 326 occasions due to 
lack of space in our current refuge. This is 
what makes this opportunity so important.

This new site will allow us to increase the capacity 
of our refuge  and also allow us to grow the 
other strands of our Service offering.  Enhanced 
facilities for Group work – a key component in 
supporting a woman to move on with her life.  
Enhanced facilities for individual and group work 
with children and with parenting programmes.  
Suitable play area for children, including outdoor 
space.  Greater work space will allow us to pro-
actively engage in research and innovation 
with a view to bringing our influence to bear 
on the issue of domestic abuse nationally.

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
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In the words of Maisie Kenny:

“But I am pleased with one 
thing. They are giving the 
convent to COPE. I see that as 
a little token of atonement...
There will always be women 
or girls in need of shelter - but 
there must never again be 
shelter when you go in and 
the door is locked behind you 
and the key thrown away!”

Our new home, Modh Eile House 
(Another Way), which is centrally 
located, will be that shelter keeping 
COPE Galway Domestic Abuse Service 
at the heart of this community. 

Jacquie Horan 
CEO, COPE Galway
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